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LOOK UP AND STAY ALIVE:
A HARVEST SEASON SAFETY REMINDER

Every day, we are faced with hundreds—if not thousands—of situation and look up before operating equipment or moving
decisions that impact our lives. But what if just one decisionto  large machinery could mean the difference between a safe
put safety first could save your life or the life of someone you harvest and a life-threatening emergency.

care about? ) o ) o
Safety is a shared responsibility. Encouraging communication

Harvest season is here, bringing long hours and fast-paced among team members, watching out for one another, and
work as farmers and farm helpers strive to bring in crops reporting unsafe conditions can make all the difference. When
efficiently, often while racing against time and unpredictable safety becomes a collective priority, everyone benefits—

weather. But no matter how quickly the work needs to be done,  families, farms, and communities alike.
it should never come at the cost of safety.

Farming presents many challenges and hidden dangers. In

some cases, One wrong move or a simple fai!ure to look up can One quick glance COUld save a h‘fe
result in a serious injury—or even a fatal accident. #1910400 . .

Large farm equipment, low-hanging overhead power lines, and Before moving equPment, look
unstable terrain are just a few of the hazards that can turn a up, know your surroundings, and
normal day in the field into a tragic one. stay alert. No harvest iS worth a
That’s why it’s critical for everyone involved in farming preventable tragedy.

operations to know their surroundings and be aware of the
risks that exist on their land. A few extra seconds to assess the




ceo message
Jim Krueger, President & CEO

PUTTING FINANCIAL

INTEGRITY TO WORK FOR YOU

Financial integrity is important to Freeborn Mower Electric
Cooperative, and we know and understand that it is also
important to our members. We actively work to navigate the
complex and changing energy markets and strive to position
the cooperative to provide reliable power to our members
while maintaining our commitment to fiscal integrity in how
we operate the cooperative, and distribute costs to members.

By maintaining strong financial management practices, we
can reinvest in infrastructure, improve services, and offer
programs that benefit our members. #289001 We continuously
focus on cost-effective strategies to balance the cooperative’s
operational expenses with the fluctuating demands and
challenges in the energy sector.

Each year, the cooperative conducts a detailed study of its
financials so that we can see how our cooperative stacks
up against our industry peers. We carefully analyze the data
collected, and use it as a powerful benchmarking tool to

A special thank you to our employees who worked extra hours during the recent
storms that impacted our service area. Your service and dedication are appreciated!

help us understand how our rates compare to similarly sized
cooperatives in our area and to other cooperatives in our state.

Data collected from 2020 to 2024 on our electric revenue per
kilowatt hour sold, tells a story that we continue to be proud
of. We are now the second largest of 24 Dairyland Power
Cooperative members, and our revenue per kilowatt hour sold
continues to be consistently lower than the average of our
Dairyland Power Cooperative member peers at approximately
12 cents. The driver of this number is largely related to our
total controllable expenses per kilowatt hour sold.

To put it plainly, we can conduct our operations at a lower
expense than our peers. This is good news for our members as
we continue to prioritize identifying operational efficiencies
while strategically managing costs that are within our control.

-Jim Krueger

MEET ERIN,
OUR NEW MAPPING
INFORMATION

SPECIALIST

Freeborn Mower Electric Cooperative welcomes Erin
Holtorf to the team as a Mapping Information Special-
ist. Erin joins us with a wealth of knowledge from her
previous experience and is looking forward to growing in
her understanding of the utility industry. She resides in
Austin with her husband of 15 years, and two daughters.
Welcome to the cooperative, Erin! We are glad to have
you here!

member news
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JOIN US AT ALBERT LEA’S
SAFETY DAY

September 16 | 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Morin Park in Albert Lea

FMEC will be there with safety
information, games, and prizes. It’s a
fun and informative event for all.

SAVE THE DATES

Freeborn Mower Electric Cooperative’s
Youth Scholarship Night will be held
Monday, November 10, 2025, from 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. More information to come.

Freeborn Mower Electric Cooperative’s
89th Annual Meeting will be held
Tuesday, April 21, 2026.

REBATE OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS

Freeborn Mower Electric Cooperative
offers a wide variety of energy
efficiency rebates. Details can be
found at www.fmec.coop. Rebate
applications must be submitted
within three months of the
equipment or appliance purchase/
installation.

PLUG INTO SAFETY
THIS SCHOOL YEAR

)

As students prepare for the new school year, it’s important to
remember safety, especially when it comes to electrical devices and
equipment. Inspecting electrical cords for fraying or damage can help
prevent electrical shocks or fires.

College students should pay close attention to overloading outlets,
especially in dorm rooms where outlets may be limited or shared.
Overloading #2064201 outlets can lead to overheating and pose a
potential risk of fire.

Cellphones or iPads can also pose a serious fire risk when they get too
hot. It’s important to always plug in and set your cell phone or iPad on
a hard surface and remember to never sleep with a device in your bed.
This causes overheating and poses a risk of a fire.

It’s also important to keep beverages away from laptops, Chromebooks,
or tablets. Spills can cause electrical short circuits and damage your
devices. If possible, secure your beverage in a container that has a
locking lid.

Students that are riding a bus should always remember to stay a safe
distance away from power lines and electrical equipment such as green
pad-mount transformers while waiting at the bus stop. Climbing trees
near powerlines is dangerous and poses a serious risk of electric shock
or electrocution.

Lastly, it’s important to familiarize students of all ages with the school’s
emergency procedures for electrical incidents, including knowing where
the nearest fire extinguisher is and how to safely evacuate the building.
By following these electrical safety tips, students can enjoy a safe and
productive school year.
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T YOUR

~1 NUMBER
The Freeborn Mower

Electric Cooperative office
will close at 11 a.m. on
September 10, 2025, for a
business system upgrade.

WIN A $25 BILL CREDIT

To reward our faithful newsletter readers,

we’ve randomly selected and hidden three (3)
member account numbers and placed them in

the newsletter, each two times. Hidden account
numbers are spelled out numerically. (Ex: #123456)

If you spot your full account number, contact the Payment options for online, by phone, and kiosk will not be available during this time.

cooperative by the 15 of the current month to (A maintenance message will display if a payment attempt is made.)
claim your $25 bill credit.
We thank you for your patience as we install these updates in our system.

FREEBORN MOWER

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
PO Box 611

3366 Bridge Avenue

Albert Lea MN 56007

MOUNTAIN DEW SALAD
Submitted By:
Beverly Schroeder

(507) 373-6421 or (800) 734-6421
www.fmec.coop | info@fmec.coop

« 1Lg.boxlemon Jello

«  2C.boiling water

+ 1Can Mountain Dew soda

e 1-20o0z. can of pineapple tidbits
(drained)

«  1Pkg. miniature marshmallows

« 1Canof lemon piefilling

« 80z Cool Whip
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Business Hours:
Monday - Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Lobby Hours:

Monday - Thursday, 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Friday, By appointment only

Kiosk, Available 6:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 7 Days a
EES

Board Meetings:

Typically the last Tuesday of each month.

Directions:

Mix Jello, water, pop, and pineapple. Let set
until firm. Add the rest of the ingredients.
Makes a large bowl.

Members may submit one short recipe per month

by email to info@fmec.coop or by mail at FMEC
Newsletter, PO Box 611, Albert Lea, MN 56007. The
member whose recipe is published will receive a $10
electric bill credit.

Freeborn Mower Electric Cooperative is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.






